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Thursday, February 24, 2011 
 
 
Earth Day Canada Community Environment Fund 
111 Peter Street, Suite 503 
Toronto, Ontario M5V 2H1 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing in support of the application by the Green Team at Roden Public School and Equinox 
Alternative Holistic School for their three garden projects as well as the stone seating and outdoor mural 
project.  
 
Evergreen staff has interacted with the Green Team over the course of the past two years. Through 
Evergreen’s partnership with the Toronto District School Board and its EcoSchools Program, Evergreen 
has provided advice and support through workshops, site visits, written reports and over the phone. What 
is immediately impressive about the Green Team is the fact that they have brought two schools together 
for the first time to work on environmental initiatives and in one year became a Silver EcoSchool. This is 
no small achievement and is indicative of the terrific commitment of parents and teachers. 
 
In consultation with both TDSB and Evergreen staff, the Green Team has come up with an excellent plan 
for the grounds that creates new learning opportunities as well as enhancing social and play value of their 
school ground. The design is practical, builds on the existing assets of the site (such as the well shaded 
asphalt area) and matches the stated goal of increasing the quantity and quality of outdoor play and 
learning. 
 
It is worth noting that the Green Team has a group of excellent parents including two trained landscape 
architects that the plan has benefited from. 
 
I encourage the review committee to give the Green Team’s application its full consideration. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Cam Collyer 
Program Director, Evergreen 
 
 



Thursday, February 24, 2011

Earth Day Canada Community Environment Fund
111 Peter Street, Suite 503
Toronto, Ontario M5V 2H1

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to you in support of the Roden Public School (RPS)/Equinox Alternative Holistic School’s 
(EHAS) Green Team’s application to your Community Environment Fund.  Friends of the Rouge 
Watershed (FRW) has been partnering with EHAS since 2008.     

The students, parents and teachers at EHAS have helped to restore the Rouge valley through numerous 
planting events with FRW.  During this time, we have had the opportunity to watch this community in 
action.  Their holistic approach provides rich experiences to students and allows them to interact with the 
natural world, creating important environmental connections.  The staff at FRW greatly looks forward to 
every event with the students of EHAS.  Their learning culture, provided by dedicated teachers, has 
allowed them to easily understand the lessons we teach about the Rouge watershed and its ecosystems.

It is our experience that EHAS and the parent community demonstrate a strong commitment to developing 
a curriculum that teaches sustainable stewardship and student mentorship to ensure children grow up to 
care for the natural environment from a position of responsibility. 

FRW is honored to be partners with EHAS and we believe that support and resources that you allocate to 
grounds enhancements at RPS/EHAS will deeply enrich the experience of the students, school community 
and neighbourhood.

The Friends of the Rouge Watershed enthusiastically encourages Earth Day Canada to support the 
RPS/EHAS Green Team Grounds Enhancements.  The grant from Earth Day Canda will support both 
EHAS and RPS to integrate their environmental objectives, experientially teach TDSB curriculum and 
foster holistic approach to land stewardship on their own school yard; providing rich experiences and 
understandings (of the earth – environmental frame of mind).

Yours in Conservation,

Evelyn Lurz
Environmental Education Coordinator
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